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Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Co. to Premiere Island
 

 Area’s Preeminent Dance Company Performs Multi-Media Work at Dance Place
 
Washington, D.C.—The Washington region’s premier contemporary dance company, Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Co., will perform the world premiere of Island on Oct. 9 and 10 at 8 p.m., and Oct. 11 at 7 p.m., at Dance Place, 3225 8th St. NE, Washington, D.C.  The program, which focuses on the theme of identity, includes another recent dance, Hyphen, which premiered in 2008.
 
Island is the latest work by acclaimed Asian American choreographer, Dana Tai Soon Burgess, who was recently named chair of George Washington University’s Department of Theatre and Dance, the first dancer in 16 years to be named to that position. Washington Post dance critic Sarah Kaufman referred to Burgess as “the area’s leading dance artist, consistently following his own path and producing distinctive, well-considered works.”
 

Island continues Burgess’s ongoing examination of identity, loss, cultural acceptance and relationships between Americans of various backgrounds and ethnicities. The title of the piece refers to the Angel Island immigration station off the coast of San Francisco, which was the primary entry point for Asians into the United States at the beginning of the 20th century. Known by some as the “Ellis Island of the West” and others as “The Guardian of the Western Gate,” Angel Island station was primarily a detention center. Beginning with the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, a series of restrictive laws had prohibited the immigration of certain nationalities and social classes of Asians. Although all Asians were affected, the greatest impact was on the Chinese. 

 

“Island is a continuation of my exploration of the evolving American landscape and its relationship to the racial and cultural differences that connect and divide us,” said Burgess.

 

Set in the round, Island features images relating to Angel Island that are projected on the floor beneath the dancers. Burgess collaborated with Massachusetts Institute of Technology Director of Theater Design Sara Brown to create a landscape that includes archival footage from the immigration station, video of the ocean many immigrants crossed to get to America and graffiti poetry from Angel Island.

 

“The projected images along with the intimate setting in which the audience encircles the performers is intended to evoke the feeling immigrants had of being trapped between their culture and the new one they were anticipating in America,” said Burgess. “This new approach presents an engaging experience for the audience and dancers and a new experience for me as choreographer.”  

 

Following its Washington, D.C. debut, the Company will take Island on national and international tours through 2011. 

The evening’s program also includes Burgess’s Hyphen, which looks at the experience of being a hyphenated American—Asian Americans, but also other ethnic Americans and multi-racial Americans. Dance critic Kaufman said, “the theatrical and fascinating ‘Hyphen’ shows us a newly confident Burgess, combining video, light, sound and movement with dramatic effect.”
 

To purchase tickets for the performances at Dance Place visit www.danceplace.org or call 202-269-1600.  General admission tickets are $22; tickets for Dance Place members, college students, seniors and artists are $17; and tickets for children aged 17 and under are $8.

Burgess is a master of what has been called, “The most significant Asian American choreography out there... dedicated to exploring the Asian American aesthetic in dance and nurturing Asian American dancers.” For 17 years, he has exposed local, national and international audiences to his unique fusion of contemporary dance, ballet lines, marshal arts style and gesture and visual art. Versatile in his craft, Burgess is one of only a handful of modern choreographers who is nationally and internationally recognized for his ability to create ballets for companies including Ballet Memphis, National Ballet of Peru and The Washington Ballet. In addition to performing locally at The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Smithsonian Institution, Corcoran Gallery of Art and the historic Lincoln Theater, he has performed at the Skirball Performing Arts Center and New York’s Asia Society and served for several years as a U.S. State Department cultural ambassador, traveling with his company to Bulgaria, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, Germany, India, Israel, Korea, Latvia, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Russia and Venezuela. The company was honored with the 2007 Metro DC Dance Award for Best Overall Production for “Images from the Embers.”
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