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Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Co. Opens Kennedy Center’s 
2007-08 Modern Dance Season with World Premiere Performance

Company’s 15th Season Includes Performances and Master Classes Locally and in India

Washington —Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Company (www.dtsbco.com) celebrates its 15th anniversary this year with the world premiere performance of Chino Latino at the Kennedy Center October 12-13 at 7:30 p.m. This gala performance opens the center’s prestigious 2007-08 modern dance season.

“Being an important part of our national performing arts center in this milestone year is a wonderful artistic stamp of approval which few artists ever receive,” says Dana Tai Soon Burgess, the company’s founder and artistic director.
Chino Latino is a work performed in four sections, which are festive pieces that combine Latin, modern and Asian movements. The music is traditional South American music that references Asians living in South America from the 1920s through the 1950s.
“Chino Latino is a work that is informed by my growing up Asian in Santa Fe, as well as by recent company tours to Venezuela, Peru and Ecuador,” says Burgess. “The unique intersection of our Asian and Latin communities throughout the Americas continues to inspire me. The rhythms and movement vocabulary for this new work are a celebration of this synergy.”

DTSB & Co. is the only modern dance company in Washington rooted in an Asian American aesthetic that uses dance as a creative medium for enhancing social and cultural understanding. The company acts as a cultural ambassador for the U.S. State Department overseas. Earlier this summer the company performed and taught master classes in Egypt, Israel and the West Bank. This is the first time a U.S. modern dance company performed as well as taught in Egypt and Ramallah in the West Bank.
Other highlights of the company’s 15th anniversary year include:

· Residencies in schools and community centers for young people throughout the metropolitan D.C. area

· Performance excerpts from DTSB & Co.’s award-winning repertoire, including: Tracings, Khabet, Mandala, Images from the Embers, and Fractures
· Master classes exploring East-West dialogues throughout history

· VIP receptions at stylish downtown locations
· Shows presented in New York by NYU’s Asian American Studies Program and at the Conference on Research and Dance in the first week of November 2007
· State Department-sponsored international tour to India in December 2007

Sponsors of the 15th anniversary year include Target, the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, the Philip L. Graham Fund, the Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation, the Sprenger-Lang Foundation, the Kennedy Center, the National Endowment for the Arts, Agastar Video, American Composers Forum, ArksLink, Cultural Alliance of Greater Washington, Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Dallas Morse Coors Foundation, Harman Family Foundation, G. Scott Hong Foundation, Morningstar, Smithsonian Institution Asian Pacific American Program, and The Washington Post.
Burgess has been commissioned to create work by the Kennedy Center, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Washington Performing Arts Society, among others. He is the recipient of the Mayor’s Arts Award for Excellence in an Artistic Discipline. For more information and photos, please log on to www.dtsbco.com.
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